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BWA  pullout  OK'd  by  Exec.  Comm. 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP,  A6P,  and 
EthicsDaily.com)  —  By  a  62-10  vote  on 
February  ,17,  the  ^uthem  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  Executive  Comnuttee 
approved  a  report  recommendii^  that 
the  SBC  withdraw  from  the  l^ptist 
World  Alliance  (BWA). 

The  report  was  a  revision  of  one  released 
in  December  by  the  Executive  Committee's 
nine-member  BWA  study  committee.  This 
latest  report  was  in  keeping  with  die  earlier 
one  in  mat  it  also  recommended  wididraw- 
al  bom  the  BWA.  The  report  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  messengers 
bom  SBC  churches  at  die 
June  15-16  anrmal  meet- 
ingin  Indianapolis. 

.The  revised  report,  in 
addressing  "issues  ra^ed 
more  recendy,"  focused 
on  three  areas: 

•  The  (xnnmittee  noted 
diat  various  negative  reac¬ 
tions  to  the  imtial  report 
"that  emanated  particular¬ 
ly  from  fellow  BWA  mem¬ 
ber  body  DRiresentatives... 
served  to  aemonstrate  to 
all  interested  evangelicals 
why  we  had  been  experi¬ 
encing  increasing  discom¬ 
fort  in  attempting  to 
detine  die  SBC  to  the 
world  dirougji  the  BWA." 

Some  of  the  critics  of 
the  proposed  SBC  actum 
"tooJc  tne  opportunity  to 
vent  what  appears  to  be 
'  ■  ^  ofhostil- 
!onvention. 
revelations, 
we  need  not  now  justify 
or  vilify,  but  can  simply 
do  what  we  preferred  to 
do  in  die  first  place, 
which  is  to  politely  widi- 
draw  from  an  OTganiza- 
tion  diat,  at  least  for  us, 
no  kmger  eftidendy  com¬ 
municates  to  die  unsaved 
a  crystal  clear  go^iel  mes¬ 
sage  that  our  Xord  Jesus 
Christ  is  stddy  suftiaent  for  salvvBon." 

•  The  committee  commented  oti  the 


die  BWA.  We  fully  intend  to  ccmtinue  to 
partner  with  our  oldest  and  best  friends 
worldwide,  and  to  develop  new  and 
vibrant  friendships  ancUoifd  endeavors  to 
reach  die  world  for  Qirist.  Those  \^dlo 
chose  to  cast  this  in  any  odier  way  should 
not  be  allowed  to  dismay  our  Bapmt  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  in  Christ  who  long,  as  do  we, 
to  take  a  giant  and  unhesitant  step  forward 
in  wcvld  outreach.  Fot  us,  the  aedsion  is 


BC's  conservative  movement, 
_  "One  soaked  by  a  rain  need  not 
die  last  taindiop.  strong  affinn 
H  the  right  of  the  BWA  to  detamine  its  own 
'  membeah^  atul  affiliations.  It  is  the  very 
ri^  we  now  recoounend  diat  our 
Convention  exerdse.  The  decision  of  the 
BWA  to  indude  the  CffiP  merdy  served  as  a 
confirmation  diat  we  must,  as  a  Convention, 
allow  the  world  to  see  us  without  having  to 
kxdt  diroughaBWAlens — a  lens  which,  for 
us,  has  become  too  doudy."  ^ 

*•  The  committee  underscored  diat  the 
prc^xMed  ^C  withdrawal  from  the  BWA 
^is  not  intended  to  cast  a^ierskm  upon  the 
ma^  endiusiintically  evangdi* 

cal  Baptist  rellowships  that  are  members  of 


The  hour-long  discussion  was  limited 
to  Executive  Committee  members,  but 
Denton  Lotz,  die  BWA's  general  secre¬ 
tary,  and  several  other  BWA  representa¬ 
tives  were  in  attendance.  g 

"We  are  saddened  beeauae  the  state¬ 
ments  made  in  the  recommendations  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Executive  Committee  are  so 
contrary  to  %vho  we  are,"  Lotz  said  in  a 
^February  19  press  roleaoe  as  reported  by 
EdiicsOailyxom,  an  Internet  pubiioation  of 
the  Baptist  Center  for  Ethics  m  NaehviUe. 

Lotz  said  die  study  committee  report 
calling  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  to  leave  the  BWA  contsaned 
"generalizations,  guilt  by  ^association, 
statements  out  of  context  [and]  misinter¬ 
pretations  of  events." 

Those  diaracterizatkxis,  he  said,  "pre^ 
sented  a  very  difrerent  piiriiue  than  who 
we  really  are  in  the  BWA." 


Reqiondi^  to  qiedfic  cridtisms  in  die 
study  ccmimittee  report,  Lotz  said,  "We  are 
not  anti- American,  out  we  do  represent  the 
naticMis  the  world  in  211  Bapmt  conven- 
ticnis  and  unions,"  and  he  denW  the  BWA 
holds  "aberrant  theological  views." 

The  alliance  adheres  to  traditional 
Christian  and  Baptist  views,  he  said, 
including  beliefs  diat  "uniW  is  not  a  luxu- 
^  but  an  inherent  part  of  the  Gospel"  and 
'^edikal  bdiavior  is  one  of  the  great  wit¬ 
nesses  to  die  truth  of  Christ" 

Also  addressed  during  the  Executive 
Committee's  meeting: 

•  A  2004-05  Coop«M- 
tive  Program  Allocation 
budget  of  $183,201,694 
was  adopted  and  will  be 
recommended  to  the  cem- 
vention  at  die  annual 
meeting  in  June. 

The  new  budget  will 
continue  to  allocate  50%  of 
reoefots  to  die  fritemational 
Ktisoon  Board  and  22.79% 
to  the  Nocdi  American 
Mission  Boa:^.  The  per¬ 
centage  allocated  to  the 
seminaries  Is  21.4%. 
According  to  the  seminary 
enrediment  fonnula,  Soudv- 
weslem  Senunuy  would 
receive  5.18%;  ooudiem 
Seminary,  4.42%;  New 
Orleans  Seminar  438%; 
Southeastern  Seminary, 
4.06%;  Golden  Gate 
r,  133%;  and  Mid¬ 
western  Seminary,  132%. 

The  Ethics  4c  Retigtous 
Liberta  Commission 
woula  receive  1.49%  of  the 
budget  snd  .76%  would 
go  to  the  Annuity  Board 
Kv  its  ministiy  to  retired 
ministers  whore  annuities 
were  underfunded  during 
their  cateefs. 

The  Eitecutivc  Com¬ 
mittee,  encompassing  die 
work  of  die  convention 
between  mv«asl  meetings 
as  wdl  as  the  costs  for  anraial  meet¬ 
ing,  would  receive  33^  en^  C^.  budget 
The  Soudiem  Bimdsf  ■  Lffitary 

and  Archives  woujd 

•  A  2004-05  SBC  Opoiim  Ihidgrt  of 
$737SjOOO  was  adoptsdtanduifibe  reborn' 
mended  to  die  convmMkBj||ane. 

•  A  two  percent  iiicMIMi  improved 

for  the  ExecHdve  CoUijirtHig  tbat  salary 
stnictuig,effiBetiyeOtt  1.' . 

•  #4o6cs  was  gjtyw  fhak  Bany  C; 
serve 


•Ifo  rnpdhre  to  a 
the  2003  SBC  annual 
recommendation  was 
Executtva  Committea  to  "bositiaue  to  con¬ 
sider  New  York  City  in  die  ddffierstion 
process  to  select  future  cities  fcMr  the  rile  of 
die  [SBC]  azmual  meeting." 


i^ilLPhob^a 
for  me 

k.  - - - - 


No  more  pie  in  the  sky 

Just  a  few  short  years  am  Mississippi's  states,  and  just  plain  com- 
schools  were  on  the  bottom  of  virtually  every  mon  sense,  we  thnnght  it 
list.  Lowest  teacher  pay.  Lowest  test  scores,  would  be  different  for  us. 

Lowest  expenditures  pn  pupil.  But  now  that's  Perhaps  gre^  is  die  best 
-If  -I  j  .  w.  explaiuition  for  such  mass 

neurotic  bdiavirx. 

Now  we  face  the  bitter 
reality.  No  more  pie  in  the 
sky.  The  pdpe  dreams  were 
just  foat.  ^e  scam  worked, 
and  the  con  artists  who 
ttunty  os  4,000  school  jobs,  including  pulled  it  off  are  laughing 
those  of 3,000  teachers,  are  in  jecfxtrdy  if  the  cur-  all  the  way  to  the  banx. 
rent  public  school  bud^  recommenmtion  holds  Judy  Rnodes,  director  of 
^^^^firm,  a  state  mucatwn  official  told  local  educational  accountability 
school  district  supermtmdents;  "We  are  with  the  state  Department 
in  trouble,"  Mildred  McGha,  of  Education,  maoe  it  very 
Wilkinson  County  superinteruient,  said,  plain  in  a  meeting  earlier 
"Schools  facing  grim  realities"  tiiis  month  wito  local 
The  Clanon-Lea^  superintendents  (as  report- 

February  14, 2004  ed  in  The  Clarion-Ledger 

on  February  14):  "It's  gomg 

Wyi,  v\hkh  is  it?  Has  to  affect  jotJs  in  yovur  schom 

bling  literally  saved  Mis-  district.  ...I  want  to  make 
sissippi's  public  schools,  sure  you  understand  the 
or  are  3,000  bad^Mieeded  teachers  dilemma  we're  in,"  Rhcxles 
about  to  lose  their  lobs?  Would  some-  said.  "You  must  either 
(Xie  in  foe  TOlitical  leadership  of  this  reduce  ciurent  services  or 
state  please  mve  foe  courage  to  stand  raise  local  taxes.  There  is 
up  and  give  us  the  trufo?  no  other  bottom  line." 

We  were  told  in  ttte  early  1990s  Reduce  current  services, 
foat  l^alized  gambling  would  deliv-  Raise  lcx:al  taxes.  No  ofoer 
er  us  from  chronic  education  under-  bottom  line.  Does  anyone 
fc  poor  highways,  high  unemploy-  rec^  those  words  bemg  use 
ment,  low-paying  jobs,  and  a  host  of  otits  i^  Mississfopi  Gaming  Ass 
ills  tivat  were  nolding  back  Mississippi  We  tisements  li^  the  cme  auotec 


X  PON'T  ATTfiNP  CtCURCH,  BUT 
I  VO  v>*«T  TM8IR  wassrres — 
CAU.  MS  AN'e-MSMBBBy* 


Editor's 

Notebook 


all  changed.  Thanks  to  gamingi  Mississi 
schools  —  and  our  kids  —  are  mooing  up. 
not  just  gocfd  government.  It's  gaming. 
Mississippi  Gaming  Association 
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eventually  get  us  pedophile 
liberation.  Indeed,  that  process 
already  has  begun.  Activists 
are  pressing  to  lower  the  age  of 
consent  in  the  Uruted  States 
like  it  has  been  in  Europe.  The 
mass  media  are  busy  turning 
girls  and  boys  into  sex  objects 
at  ever-youneer  ages. 

The  APA  a^ady  has  revised 
its  diagnostic  manual  to  say 
that  pedophile  feelings  aren't  a 
mental  disorder  unless  the  feel¬ 
ings  distress  the  person  or  pre¬ 
vent  him  from  functioning 
Creator  scxnally.  Soimd  familiar? 

Christians  too  often  are 
ireme  Court  says  silent  when  they  need  to  be 
‘  ‘  '  speaking  foe  trufo  in  love,  but 

^at  numbers  of  us  need  to 
nave  the  courage  to  tell  the 
trufo  about  the  emperor's  new, 
rainbow<olored  clofoes. 

If  you  don't  want  America 
to  make  a  serious  mistake, 
you  must  act  now  to  tell  your 
local,  county,  state,  and 
national  lawmakers  that  you 
will  not  accept  homosexual 
marriage  in  any  form. 

Kelly,  news  editor  for  the 
International  Mission  Board  in 
Richomond,  is  the  author  of 
"Proof  Beyond  Reasonable  Doubt: 
The  End  of  Christian 
Apologetics,"  available  only  at 
kainospress.com.  His  commentary 
appears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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tere  we  re  going 

By  Mark  Kelly,  member 
Grace  Community  Church 
Richmond,  Va. 


Bafitiit  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  RichardsfSn,  secretary 


ing  a  amvindng  reply  is  foat  so  In  succeeding  years,  the  rather  than  t 
many  Americans  (even  many  APA  gradually  ed^  toward  (Romans  1:20-32), 

Christians)  acfoally  believe  removmg  homosexuality  from  The  U.S. 
hOTnosexuality  is  a  legitimate  foe  manual  entirely.  Once  that  the  individual's  "ri 

"alternative  lifestyle  choice."  was  done,  it  was  only  a  matter  cy"  includes  foe  ri) 

That's  just  not  true,  though  of  time  before  governments  who  he  is  and  the 

maiiy  regular  folks  are  afraid  to  were  convinced  to  repeal  or  live  according  to  fo 

say  it  for  fear  of  being  labeled  a  quit  enforcing  sodomy  wws.  ition.  It's  a  dangerc 
"homophobe."  Some  Americans  ^ill  under-  In  Roe  v.  Wadt 

TTie  preroaganda  campaign  stand,  however,  that  hcHnosexual  abortion  on  dem 

to  "nonnafize'  homosexuality  feelings  are  not  normal,  no  more  has  cost  us  the  li 

began  in  the  early  19708,  when  than  sexual  feelings  for  a  child  or  lions  of  unborn  ( 

homosexual  psychiatrists  final-  an  animaL  Homosexuality  is  a  Lawrence  v.  Texas, 

ty  convinced  the  American  mental  illness,  a  disooientation  federal  override  o 

Psychiatric  Association  (APA)  with  complex  roots,  often  in  prohibiting  sodon 

to  revise  foe  iiumual  used  to  painful  chudhcxxl  experiences.  Massachusetts 
diagnose  mental  disorders.  The  While  a  person  may  not  be  at  Judicial  Court,  it  got^  us  a 
APA  changed  the  diagnostic  fault  for  having  such  feelings,  court-ordered  right  to  homo¬ 
criteria  to  say  that  a  person  homosexual  activity  is  sinfol  sexual  marriage,  a  move  that 

wifo  homoMxual  feeling  did-  because  it  involves  a  choice  to  threatens  to  spread  rapidly 

n't  have  a  disorder  unless  those  reject  God's  plain  intent  in  ere-  across  the  country, 

feelings  distressed  foe  person  ation.  The  Apostle  Paul  links  That  idea  —  that  each  indi- 
or  pr^emted  him  or  her  from  homosexuality  to  a  person's  vidual  is  free  to  live  out  his 

furictioning  socially.  choice  to  worship  foe  creature,  own  self-definition  —  also  will 
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Mississippi's  casinos,  led  by  Grand  Casino  in  Gulfport,  dominate 
the  state's  uquor  purchases  for  the  last  half  of  1993,  according  to  fig¬ 
ures  released  by  the  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  Division  of  the 
Mississippi  State  Tax  Commission  in  Jackron. 


Miasi8s4>pi  College  in  Clinton  ranks  in  dte  top  eight  percent  luticMul- 
ly  among  private  baccalaureate  institutions  in  the  number  of  its  graduates 
who  go  on  to  earn  doctorates  such  as  the  Ph.D.  aivl  Ed.D  degrees,  accord¬ 
ing  to  two  studies  recently  completed  by  professors  at  other  institutiau. 


F.  M.  Purser,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Oxford,  retires  after  30  years 
of  service.  When  Purser  came  to  Oxford,  there  were  325  resident 
members;  at  his  retirement,  the  church  had  900  members. 
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Nominees  are 
announced 
for  SBC  posts 


WOODSTOCK,  Ga.  (BP) 
—  Boblw  Welch,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.,  will  be  nominat¬ 
ed  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  during  the  Jime  15-16 
annual  meeting  in 
Indianapolis.  The  announce¬ 
ment  was  made  Feb.  20  by 
Johnny 
Hunt,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the 
Atlanta- 
area  First 
Chiuch  in 
Woodstock. 

Welch 
has  been 
pastor  of 

the  Day-  yVelch 
tona  Beach 

congregation  since  1974  and 
is  tne  co-creator  of  the 
FAITH /Sunday  School 

Evangelism  Strategy  widely 
used  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches.  He  is  a  former 
resident  of  the  Florida 
aptist  Convention  and  a 
former  SBC 
[vice  presi- 
1  dent. 

Gerald 
I  Davidson, 
pastor  of  the 
3t.  Louis- 
area  First 
Church  in 
Arnold  for 
27  years  and 
a  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  die  Missouri  Baptist 
Convention,  will  be  nominated 
for  first  vice  president  of  the 
SBC  at  the  June  15-16  annual 
meeting  in  IndianaTOlis. 

Evangelist  Bauey  Smith 
made  the  annoimcement  Feb. 
19  at  a  Real  Evangelism 
Conference  hosted  by 
Davidson  and  First  Baptist 
Arnold.  Davidson  said  it 
came  as  a  bit  of  a  surprise 
even  though  he  knew  he  had 
been  under  consideration  for 
the jx)st  in  past  years. 

During  rm  tenure  at  First 
Church  Arnold,  Davidson 
has  seen  membership  at  the 
church,  located  on  the 
southern  edge  of  St.  Louis, 
grow  from  about  400  to 
more  than  4,600. 


Davidson 


Politics  of  homosexual  marriage  complex 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 

Last  fall  the  Republican-con¬ 
trolled  Wisconsin  legislature 
passed  a  state  constitutional 
amendment  baiming  same-sex 
marriage,  oi^  to  see  it  vetoed  by 
Democratic  Gov.  Jim  Doyle. 

A  few  months  later  the 
Republican-controlled  Indiana 
Senate  passed  a  state  marriage 
amendment,  but  watched  the 
Democratic  speaker  of  the  house 
declare  it  dead  on  arrival. 

Nationwide,  the  battle  over 
same-sex  "marriage"  has  seen  a 
^lit  along  party  lines  with 
Republicans  supporting,  but 
Democrats  opposing  legislation 
banni^  same-sex  marriage: 

•  Tne  Democratic  National 
Committee  (DNC)  officially  opposes 
a  federal  marriage  amendment. 

•  DNC  Chairman  Terry  McAuliffe  has 
said  an  amendment  would  introduce 
"discrimination"  into>ihe  Constitution. 
Republican  National  Committee 
Chairman  Ed  Gillespie  has  said  his  party 
"must  pursue  whatever  policy  is  neces¬ 
sary"  to  protect  the  definition  of  mar¬ 
riage,  including  an  amendment. 

•  The  large  majority  of  amendment  co¬ 
sponsors  in  Congress  are  Republicans.  Of 
the  100-plus  House  co-^onsors,  more  than 
90%  are  Republicans.  Of  the  eight  Senate 
supporters,  seven  are  Republicans. 

•  Senate  Majority  Leader  Bill  Frist  (R.- 
Tenn.)  has  said  he  will  support  an  amend¬ 
ment.  Senate  Minority  Leader  Tom 
Daschle  (D.-S.D.)  opposes  it. 

•  The  Democratic  parties  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  have  gone 
on  record  as  officially  supporting  same-sex 
"m2UTiage." 

There  are  exceptions  to  the  rule,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  South  and  in  regions  with 
heavy  Catholic  populations,  where  some 
Democrats  may  favor  an  amendment.  In 
addition,  some  Republicans  are  wary  of 
tampering  with  the  Constitution,  even 
on  the  issue  of  marriage,  and  a  handful 
favor  same-sex  "marriage."  For  the  most 
part,  however,  the  division  holds. 

"I  think  it's  going  to  be  a  substantial  divi¬ 
sion  between  me  parties  [during  this  year's 
election],  but  it's  a  complicated  division," 
Stanley  Kurtz,  a  contnbuting  editor  at 
Naticmal  Review  and  a  researcn  fellow  at 
Stanford's  Hoover  Institution,  told  Baptist 
Press.  "...Broadly  speaking,  the  parties  will 
tend  toward  one  direction  or  another." 

The  division  could  be  a  deathblow  to  a 
marriage  amendment,  since  it  needs  the 
support  of  both  parties  nationwide.  It 
requires  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  both  the 
House  and  Senate  and  three-fourths  of  the 
states.  For  amendment  supporters,  getting 
Democrats  onboard  is  a  necessity. 

"I  think  the  prospects  for  a  two-thirds 
vote  in  both  houses  are  not  nearly  as  cer¬ 
tain  as  I  would  have  said  they  were  two  or 
three  or  four  years  ago,"  Michael  Barone, 
senior  writer  for  U.S.  News  &  World 
Report  and  coauthor  of  The  Almanac  of 
American  Politics,  told  BP.  "You've  got  to 
get  a  third  of  the  Democrats  to  vote  for  it." 

Could  America  be  headed  toward 
another  cultural  split  between  the  par¬ 
ties,  similar  to  what  exists  on  the  issue  of 
abortion?  Today  the  Republican  plat¬ 
form  is  pro-life,  the  Democratic  platiorm 
pro-choice.  That  division  starts  at  the 
top  —  since  1980  every  presidential  cam¬ 
paign  has  seen  a  pro-life  Rraublican 
running  against  a  pro-choice  Democrat 
—  and  extends  down  to  local  elections. 
There  are,  of  course,  many  exceptions, 
but  an  abortion  split  is  the  general  rule. 

Barone,  for  one,  believes  same-sex 


seeking -to  overturn  California's 
ban  on  same-sex  marriage. 

Kurtz  sees  a  situation  in 
which  same-sex  marriage  could 
become  the  defining  issue  of  the 
presidential  campaign. 

"It's  going  to  he  probably  as 
big  as  me  war  in  Iraq,"  he  said, 
"and  there's  even  a  scenario  in 
which  you  could  imagine  it 
becoming  the  most  important 
issue.  Tne  reason  for  that  is 
because  it's  going  to  be  impossi¬ 
ble  to  confine  the  effects  of  this 
chaise  to  Massachusetts. 

"Cmce  same-sex  couples  are 
married  in  Massacnusetts, 
should  fiiey  travel  to  other  stat^ 
and  move  there  —  and  they  will 
do  that  —  they  will  launch  a 
series  of  lawsuits  and  that  will 
mean  media  coverage." 

If  ttiat  happens,  then  Keny's  vote  against 
the  19%  Defense  of  Marriage  Act  could 
become  an  issue.  The  law  is  intended  to  pro¬ 
tect  states  from  being  forced  to  recognize 
another  state's  same-sex  marriage. 

The  Defense  of  Marriage  Act  passed 
the  Senate  85-14  and  was  signed  by 
President  Clinton.  Same-sex  marriage 
supporters  want  to  see  it  struck  down  in 
feaeral  court  once  Massachusetts  begins 
issuing  licenses  to  same-sex  couples. 

"I  have  not  heard  [Kerry]  address  sub¬ 
stantively  why  the  Defense  of  Marriage 
Act  is  a  bad  idea,"  Barone  said. 

Kerry's  opposition  to  a  marriage 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  also  could 
become  an  issue,  Kurtz  said. 

"Certainly  neither  candidate  is  going 
to  be  endorsing  gay  marriage,"  Kurtz 
said,  "but  having  said  that,  mere  really 
is  a  very  significant  difference  —  partic¬ 
ularly  because  if  you're  not  wilung  to 
endorse  an  amendment, 

"I  think  it's  inevitable  that  we're  going 
to  get  national  gay  marriage.  So  even 
though  Sen.  Kerry  may  say  he  does  not 
favor  gay  marriage,  I  think  without  a 
nationm  amendment  we're  going  to  get  it." 


A  continuing  senes  of  articles  firm  Baptist  Press 

marriage  is  an  issue  that  both  parties 
would  like  to  avoid. 

"The  Democrats  think  that  the  pro¬ 
gay  marriage  position  or  even  pro-civil 
unions  is  probably  unpopular  with  most 
Americans  and  very  unpopular  with 
some,"  he  said.  "The  Republicans  feel 
that  if  they  seem  to  be  making  it  an 
issue,  they  will  be  portrayed  ...  as  bigot¬ 
ed,  insensitive,  cruel  and  so  forth." 

Ironically,  the  spotlight  during  this 
year's  election  could  be  on  the  two  candi¬ 
dates  for  president,  even  though  the  presi¬ 
dent  doesn't  play  a  direct  role  in  an 
amendment's  passage.  President  Bush  has 
not  publicly  endorsed  an  amendment  but 
has  reportedly  told  Republican  lawmakers 
he  eventually  will.  Sen.  John  Kerry,  the 
likely  Democratic  nominee,  opposes  it. 

Events  on  both  coasts  could  force  the 
issue.  Kerry's  home  state  of  Massachusetts 
—  the  site  of  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  later  this  summer  —  likely 
will  begin  issuing  marriage  licenses  to 
same-sex  couples  in  May.  CXit  west,  the 
city  of  S<m  Francisco  has  issued  marriage 
licenses  to  same-sex  couples  in  defiance  of 
state  law  and  has  filed  suit  in  state  court 
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I  would  point  out  duit  from  a 
spiritual  understanding  every- 
ming  that  we  need  Godain pro¬ 
vide,  <u\d  ever5rdting  ttiat  He 
provides  only  comes  from  His 
nands.  You  can't  order  it  from  a 
bookstore!  You  can't  just  sit 
down  and  decide  to  mate  your¬ 
self  a  good  covering  of  clodies! 
God  Himself  provides  each 
piece  of  covering  and  arma- 


Recently,  1  was  retunung 
home  to  Jackson  from  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  Portland,  Oregon,  and,  of 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


night.  In  fact,  it  was  still  snow-  ment  So,  we  must  look  to  Him 

ing  when  I  got  there.  With  the  to  the  chvirch  at  Ephesus  by  sjjy-  ryir^  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  to  find  die  protection  for  batfie.  ■ 

snow  blowing  in  every  direc-  ing  in  Chapter  6:11,  "Put  c*i  the  whioi  is  the  Word  of  God.  - 

tion,  the  teraunals  were  packed  whole  armor  of  God  that  ye  may  If  you  carefully  watch,  3.  The  third  thing  that  I 

with  people.  Folks  were  com-  be  able  to  stand  ageunst  die  wiles  whetiiiM  in  other  believers  or  would  point  out  is  that  we 
ing  and  going  with  most  of  of  the  devil."  B^re  you  and  I  seeing  your  own  life  in  the  mir-  should  oress  victoriously.  Past 
them,  like  me,  doing  both  in  the  go  charging  out  into  the  weatt»er  ror,  you  might  come  to  recog-  the  armament  that  Paul  tells  us 
process  of  digging  directions,  of  ttus  world,  whether  it  is  at  nize  that  it  is  vitally  important  that  we  should  have,  he  says  in 
As  I  went  ttuough  die  termi-  school,  at  work,  in  some  social  to  let  God  fully  and  totally  Ephesians  6:19  that  he  wants  to 
nal  I  paused  and  watched  as  one  engagement,  or  even  at  home,  dress  you  in  the  eirmor  that  is  open  his  mouth  boldly  to  mate 

plane  had  arrived  and  was  we  need  to  get  dressed  for  sue-  needed  for  life  and  battie.  known  the  mysteries  of  the 

unloading  die  passengers  from  a  cess  in  our  wcilk  with  God.  Gospel.  The  transformation  that 

trip  to  Hawaii.  It  was  em  odd  Three  key  ideas  diat  I  glean  2.  A  second  thought  that  I  comes  in  lives  because  of  the 

si^t.  Some  of  die  folks  were  from  Paul's  instructions  are:  would  project  is  that  we  must  Good  News  from  Heaven  is  a 

dressed  in  Hawaiian  diirts,  some  dreM  spiritually.  What  God  is  victorious,  climactic,  and  won- 

in  flip-flops  and  shorts,  and  most  1.  We  need  to  dress  totally,  telling  us  in  His  Word  is  diat  you  derful  experience.  It  is  one  that 

in  some  type  of  tropical  garb.  It  or  as  Paul  states  it,  "Put  on  the  can't  tc  ready  in  diis  life  without  you  and  I  have  the  privilege  of 
was  snowing  ana  about  30  whole  armor."  E)on't  put  on  having  His  mput  into  the  vari-  participating  in.  In  a  sense  Paul 
degrees  as  some  of  diem  headed  just  part  of  the  iumor,  for  there  ous  areas  of  need.  In  fact,  in  die  would  say  cind  I  would  encour- 

outside.  Boy,  were  they  in  for  a  is  a  completeness  that  is  need-  verses  from  Ephesians  6,  Paul  age  you  (all  of  us),  to  get 

shock!  I  mean  a  "knock  your  ed  so  that  we  will  be  ready  and  says,  "We  do  not  wrestie  against  dressra,  to  get  on  mission  for 
socks  off"  and  "freeze  your  toes"  able  to  pilgrim  through  dus  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  and  with  J^us,  to  be  busy 
kind  of  shock!  They  were  not  world.  Satan  seems  to  oe  able  principalities  and  powers,  about  His  I^gdom  work,  and 
"dressed  for  success"  in  diis  to  pick  out  the  one  area  of  our  against  die  rulers  of  tre  dark-  let  Him  bring  about  the  victo- 
environment!  They  not  only  weakness  and  magnify  our  ness  of  this  worl^  against  spiri-  ries  that  He  wants  to  among  us. 
looked  odd,  but  would  sckmi  be  deficiencies  and  failures.  tual  wickedness  in  hi^  pla^."  Unlike  the  folks  who  were 

pained  by  what  they  would  face!  As  Paul  tells  of  the  armor  We  are  in  spiritual  Mttie  and  out  of  place  and  ill-prepared 
Ihe  Apostle  Paul  knew  that  that  is  to  cover  die  soldier  of  the  must  have  spiritual  covering.  If  charging  out  into  the  snow-cov- 
the  believer  must  be  prepared  to  Lord,  he  speaks  of  things  like  a  wedking  widi  God  and  having  ered  landscape  with  shorts  and 
live  in  hostile  environments.  He  shield  of  faith  that  will  be  able  His  armor  on  will  not  protect  flip-flops,  Irt  us  get  dress^ 
knew  that  we  need  to  be  dressed  to  quench  fiery  darts  from  die  you,  nothing  else  will!  But,  with  die  armament  of  God  in 

right  in  order  to  survive  in  a  wiaced  one,  or  your  loins  gird  Icnow  diat  it  is  totally  sufficient  order  to  engage  in  spiritual  bat- 

world  that  was  inhospitable!  about  widi  truth,  or  having  on  cind  we  can  have  confidence  in  tie  and  glorious  victory! 

Therefore,  he  closes  out  his  letter  die  helmet  of  salvation,  or  car-  Him  and  in  our  clothing.  Have  a  great  week!  • 


NOBTS  bivo  music  class  open  for  enrollment 


Buddy  McElro 
(C)  (601)  681-661 
679-1887. 


March  15  begins  the  fourth  of 
eight  courses  at  eight  locations  in 
Mississippi  sponsored  by  New 
Orlecins  Mptist  Seminary. 

The  eight  courses  are: 

•Song^ading 

•Worship  Plauining 

•Reading  Music: 

Rhythm/Pitch 

•Reading  Music: 

Harmcmy  /  Melody 

•  Hymnology 

•Music  Administration 

&  Stad  Relations; 

•  Survey  of  Music 

Rerources 

•  Class  Voice 

These  courses  are  designed  to 
provide  basic  training  for  oivoca- 


•  Hernando  Church, 
Hernando  —  beginning 
March  15  (7-9  p.mj  Bar^ 
Tweedy,  Teacher,  (C)  (662) 
429-^1. 


emmary 


tional  music  directors  and  other _ 

music  leaders  in  churches. 

The  eight  courses  meet  two  hours  p» 
week.  &ich  course  is  eight  weeks  in 
leng^. 

Ine  cycle  of  courses  is. scheduled  over 
a  two-year  period.  Each  course  is  inde¬ 
pendent  and  has  no  prerequisite.  Each 
student  who  completes  the  eight  courses 
earns  a  Church  Music  Certificate  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary  plus  a  credit  of 
eight  hours  toward  an  on  campus  degree 
program.  There  is  a  one-time  registra¬ 
tion  fee  of  $25.00.  The  cost  of  each 
course  is  $90.00. 

A  $50.00  scholarship  is  available  for  all 
first-time  students.  Students  already  Tea* 
enrolled  are  not  eligible.  The  grant  is  lim¬ 
ited  to  one  person  per  church. 

The  fourtii  course  "Harmony /Melody' 


will  meet  once  a  week  for  two  hours  for  •  Qaiicsdale  Church,  Qaricsdale  — 
eight  consecutive  weeks  at  ttie  following  beginning^  March  15  (7-9  p.m.)  Hugh 
locations  and  time?:  Plunkett,  Teacher,  (C)  (^2)  624-2538,  (H) 

(662)  627-3571. 

•  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison  — 
beginning  March  15  (7-9  p.m.)  Jimmy 

McCalebTreacher,  (H)  (601)  «4-1233.  - 

•  Handsboro  Church,  Gulfport  —  These  classes  could  be  offered  at  other 

beginning  March  15  (6:30  -  8:30  p.m.)  Louis  locations  in  the  state  also,  where  8-10 
Wwte,  Teacher;  (C)  (z28)  8S^^.  students  are  interested  in  enrolling. 

For  more  information,  contact  Jimmy 

•  First  Church,  Booncville  —  begin-  McCaleb-at  Church  Music  Department, 

March  15  (7-9  p.m.)  LuAnne  Ford,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
«r,  (C)  (662)  728-625^.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205^30. 

Telephone:  (601)  292-3273  or  toll-free 
Northcrest  Church,  Meridian  —  outside  JackMn  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  273. 
begirming  March  15  (6:30  -  8:30  p.m.)  E-mail:  jmccaleb^bcb.org. 
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Concord  Church,  Benton- 
Uppah  Association,  presented 
dte  Gerald  C.  Mauney , 
Scholarship  to  Maurice 
Sin^,  India,  Janua^ 
25.  rie  is  a  ministerial 
student  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  and 
was  the  guest  speaker  at 
Baptist  Men's  Day. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Robert  E.  Walker,  pastor, 
and^gh. 

The  Brotherfiood  of 
Concord  Church,  Benton- 
l^mah  Association,  hon¬ 
ored  James  D.  Crawford 
as  hum  of  he  Year  on 
Baptist  Men's  Day 
January  25.  He  was  pr^ 

Roixrt  Wdker  ind  Nfamic  Singh 

-  I  (from  left)  are  Crawfold  and  Billy 

- iTigtett 

The  Yalobusha 
Association  will  hold 
Youh  Fest  February  27 
at  7  p.m.  and  February 
28  at  6  p.m.  at  the 
Yalobusha  Coimty 
Multi-Purpose 
Building,  Coffeeville. 
The  evangelist  is  Shawn 
Davis,  NOBTS. 

Christian  Byrd  and 
SEVEN  WATlWG  will 
lead  praise  and  wor¬ 
ship.  For  more  iidorma- 
tion,  call  (662)  675-8732. 

f 

i^homastown 
Church,  Thomastown, 

a 

29at6 
call 

662)  28^7767. 

Crossroads  Counseling 
Center  Brandmi,  a  ministry  M 
Rankin  Association,  will  hold 
Golfing  for  Families,  he  annu¬ 
al  ben^t  golf  tournament.  May 


James  Crawford  and  Billy 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


J.  Larry  Goddard 
Gospel  Music  Ministries 
Tupelo,  MS 

“Presenting  the  Gospel  in  Song” 

For  bookings  for  your  church  services  & 
programs,  auditorium  programs  &  concerts, 
or  product  information:  Please  call  - 


(662)  842-4217  (weekdays  or  fax) 
(662)  680-3360  (ni^ts  or  leave  a  message) 
jlanysing43@aol.com  (e-mail) 

Pastors,  Ministers^  Music,  promoters; 
please  call  for  free  dinno. 


tiOr 


6  at  Bay  Pointe  Country  Qub. 
There  u  a  shotgun  start  at  8 
a.m.  and  1p.m.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call 
(601)  939- 
6634. 

Calvary 
Church, 


to  3  pm 
Hus  musical 
event 
emphasizes 
participa- 
tiOTL 


Morgan 

Chur'clT  Scott  Vaughn,  John  A  Ann  Boggan 

Fhillipston  Church,  and  Sidon  March  30  at  6:30 
Chuic^  aU  of  Leflore 
Association,  will  hold 
Encouragement  Suiulay 

February  29  at  Fhillipston 


Church.  The  service  begins  at  11 
emi.  wih  Bud  Vance,  pastor  of 
Church,  preaching  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish 
will  follow 
at  noon;  and 
tinging  by 
he  Kugore 
Sisters, 
Holcomb, 
begins  at  1 
pm 

Josh 
Hunt, 
Sunday 
School  and 
1  1 

P 

IS 

coming  to 
^lertown 
Church, 
Tylertown, 
p.m  All  are 
welcome  to  attend  his  You  Can 
Double  Your  Simday  School 
seminar.  There  is  no  charge  but 
be  taken. 


For  more  informaticm,  call  (601) 
876-3436. 


E.m.  featviring  De: 

ynsol  Ridunc 
Stewart,  Ricky 


a  love  ofiming  will 


Coat  Church,  Magee,  will 
hold  Jericho  March  Conference 
every  Mcmday  in  March  at  7 
>.m.  featviring  I>exter  Trusdale, 
vond,  Clark 
Moore,  md 
Chad  Graywn.  William 
McWilliams  is  pastor. 

Steep  Hollow  Church, 
Poplarville,  will  have  a  Wild 
Game  Supper  March  1  at  6  p.m.  - 
Profmsional  fisherman  Jim 
Phillips  will  be  speaking.  Brmg 
your  favorite  wud  game  dish. 
Door  prizes  will  be  given.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
795-4638. 

Steele  Church,  Scott 
Association,  recenfiy  held  a  note 
burning  for  payirw  off  he  tamir~ 
ly  life  Duikung.  inctured  (horn 
left)  are  Scott  Vaughn,  interim  . 
pastor,  John  Boggan,  formeTpeA  i 
tor,  and  his  witeAnn. 


I  l()\ll  (  ()\I1\(.S  &  Rl  VIVAI  S 


Calvi 


ilvary,  Pascagoula: 
Revival  Mu.  14-17;  Simoay,  11 
a.m.,  6  p.m,  dinner  wiU  follow; 
Mon.-Wed.,  noon,  Ivmch  will 
follow,  and  7  p.m.;  James  E. 
Messer,  ^aker;  Philip  V\^llis, 
music;  Joiumy  Beaver,  pastor. 

First,  Mathiston:  Revival 
Mar.  7-10;  Simday,  10  a.m.  and 
6:30  p.m;  Mon.-V\M.,  10  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  Sonny  Adkins, 
MBCB,  evangelist;  Steve  and 
Becky  Carver,  One  Way 
Ministries,  mu^;  a  love  offer¬ 
ing  will  be  recced. 

First,  Rosedalc: 

Homecoming  Mar.  7;  100th 
birthday;  Sunday,  11  a.m.; 
lunch  will  follow 


Sartin,  former  pastor;  Charlie 
Cooper,  former  pastor,  music; 
pleaM  RSVP  to  P.O.  437, 
Rosedale,  MS  38769. 

First,  Winona:  Revival  Feb. 
29-Mar.  3;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  ^.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon 
and  /  p.m.;  Jimmy  Porter, 
MBCB,  evangelist;  Graham 


Smih,  MBCB,  music;  John  L. 
Walker,  pastor. 

Steep  Hollow,  Poplarville: 
Revival  Mar.  2^30;  Simday, 
8:30  a.m.,  9:45  a.m.,  11  a.m.,  acid 
6  pm.;  Mon.  and  Hies.,  7  p.m; 
Daimy  Lanier,  speaking;  nurs- 
'  eryi  provided;  more  infar- 
rnktiOT,  call  (601)  795-4638. 


For  The  "Right  Deal”  On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  Bill  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 

Rite  Way  Bus  Sales 


RKxmvr 


I 


ItaiBAnvr 
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Mt.  Olive  Church,  Smithdale, 
held  a  WOM  and  WMU 


Christmas  bible  study  and  meet 
ing  recently. 


The  Mission  Friends  of  Mt 


Olive  Church,  Smithdale,  had  a 
birthday  party  for  Jesus  recently. 
They  hiaa  cake,  ice  cream,  and 
pizza 


Montevista  Church,  Eupora, 
held  a  dedication  for  d>e  remodel¬ 


ing  of  their  sanctua^  February  1. 
James  Bryant,  Matt  Bucldes, 
MBCB,  Curtis  Guess,  former  pas- 
tcx*,  and  Jimmy  Newland,  former 
pakor,  were  guest  speakers.  A  cov¬ 
ered  dish  m^  was  served.  Jdm 
VVindell  Lancaster  is  pastor. 


WMU  &  WOM  of  Mt  Olive  Church,  Smithdale 


#: 


r 


Mission  Friends  of  Mt  Olive  Church,  Smithdale 


10:30  a.m.  Amity  Churdv  WKxUand,  ordained 
Hub^  Greer  Eaton  to  die  ministry  October  19. 
is  pastor.  uton  has  been  called  as  pasttv  of  New 
Hope  Church,  Calhoun  Qty.  Pictured 
Pine  (from  left)  are  Eaton  and  Gary  Roberson. 


Pictured  f  mun  left) 
McDaniel  and  Reg 
Bridges,  pastor. 


J.R.  Eaton  and  Gary  Robciaon 


Security  Gifts 


ikA 


Cm  faa  Mia  fear  oanM  iMMlMali  wMk  IwiMT  Ybu  can.  By  gMng  ssofite. 
V  itocb  you  alraacV  ovNV  you  can  (sniitMa  to  tfn  aofc  tat  Gto  is  doing  and  aoid  tarns 
that  coma  viten  you  sal  yoir  atoda. 

If  you  cunandy  have  stocks,  gwa  toa  Masiasipp  Baptist  Foundation  a  caH  to  laam  mas 
about  the  sadngs  awaiiatjia  to  you  nhan  you  gka  stocb  now  or  dasignaia  tham  to  tto 
Foundation  to  your  Wi.  By  doing  this,  you  are  able  to  coniribuia  monpf  to  lha  ama  of  the 
Losdk  viortc  you  dacida  and  recaiwa  tax  swings.  And,  you  can  aren  oondnua  to  hoop  tia 
tocoma  from  your  Bssats  as  long  as  you  Rue. 


Qodk  word  is  flad  wito  to&ulions  to  ba  good  alownrds  of  utom  is  g^ 
us  and  fra  IB  to  aaoal  to  toa  grsoa  (f  ghfr«.  pionning,  you  ^ 

become  a  good  siowenL  Cal  us  atita  MWosippi  Bapdat  FomMon 
to  Isi  us  lol  you  how  And  ramomba(  h  is  not  htw  swdi  you  giuB,  bm 
'  the  twartty  which  ItfrdtosnBftosmal  gifts,  islsal^ 
maha  a  targe  dWossnce  and  bo  used  in  Godk  frdure  plana. 


New  to^e 


CHURCH 


CarpentebBus  Sales,  Inc. 

'  CALLTODAY 1-800  37M180 


•  liftilRiyDiteoaDt 

•  ISIodIPMNQiBr 


GMBF 

I  MSMwm  a^ensr  KMNOATioN 


aor»4oriioiStoNasAUtsi 


SintolOSS 
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MJ.  Gallop  and  Lewis  Oswalt 


M.T.  Gallop  is 
the  recipient  of  the 


2003-2004 
Mississippi  Bjmtist 
Church  Music 

Conference,  W.C. 
Morgan  Memorial 
Scholarship. 
Pictured  are  Gallop 
and  Lewis  Oswalt, 
church  music  pro¬ 
fessor,  Mississippi 
College.  Gallop  is  a 
junior  church 

music  major 


from  an  abearance  at  tne 
American  Choral  Directors 
Convention  in  Nashville, 
Tenr..,  and  a  multi-state  choir 
tour.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  925-3440. 


>earance  at  the 


The  Mississippi 
College  Department  of 
Music  invites  you  to  a 
Homecoming  Concert  hy  the 
MC  Singers  February  29  at  6 
p.m.  at  Northside  Church, 
Clinton.  The  public  is  invited. 
Admission  is  free.  The 
Singers  will  be  returning 


Bob  Chain,  Lee  Royce,  te  Betty  Sue  Chain 


Glade  Church,  Laurel, 
recently  called  McKay  Pearce 
as  minister  of  music  and  educa¬ 
tion.  He  comes  from  Stonewall 
Church,  Nffendenhall. 

Park  Place  Church, 
Brandon /Pearl,  welcomes 
Billy  Hollingsworth  as  min¬ 
ister  to  preschool  and  chil¬ 
dren  eff^tive  March  1.  He 


comes  from  Wynndale 
Church,  Terry.  Bob  Dominy  is 
pastor. 

Park  Place  -  Church, 
Brandon/Pearl,  called  Conroy 
Ryan,  Jr.  as  minister  of  maturi- 
ty,  missions,  and  ministries  in 
Augi^t.  He  comes  from  the 
Madison-Chester  Baptist 
Association,  Jackson,  Tenn. 


William  Carey  College 
will  host  Career  Fair  Maiw 
25  from  1-4  p.m.  in  the  Wilkes 
Dining  Hall,  Hattiesburg 
campus.  WCC  students  ana 
all  looking  for  emplyment  are 
invited  to  attend.  Vendors 
include  the  Mississippi  State 
Employment  Servicers  WIN 
Center,  Social  Security 
Administration,  MS  Teacher 
Center,  Stennis  Space  Center, 
Wesley  Medical  Center, 
Forrest  General  Hospital, 
Pine  Belt  Mental  Health, 
HattiesburgCHnic,  Job  Coros, 
WXXV-TV,  Tower  Loan,  New 
York  Life  Insurance,  Union 
Planters  Bank,  and  several 
school  districts  throughout 
the  state.  Admission  is  free. 
Student  Support  Services  will 
provide  tree  drinks  and 
pizza.  For  more  information 
or  if  employers  would  like  to 
reserve  a  booth,  call  (601)  318- 
6209  or  visit  www.ecampus- 
recruiter.com  /  wmcarey  / . 


William  Carey 
College  Theatre 
will  present  Georg 
Buchner's  expres¬ 
sionist  drama 
Woyzeck  March  11- 
13  at  8  p.m.  in  the 
O.  L.  Quave 
Theatre, 
Hattiesburg  cam¬ 
pus.  Seats  may  be 
reserved  by  calling 
(601)  318-^1.  The 
box  office  will  be 
open  daily  from  1-4 
p.m.  oeginning 
March  8.  Hci^  are 
$10,  $8  for  senior 
citizens  and  mili¬ 
tary  persoimel,  and 
$5  for  students. 


Bobby  and  Betty  Sue 
Chain,  Hattiesburg,  donated 
200  bwks  to  the  Mississippi 


200  books  to  the  Mississippi 
College  Church  Relate 
Vocation  Students  in  the 
Department  of  Christian 
Studies.  The  book  chosen  was 
The  Mission  and  Message  of 
Frank  Pollard,  by  Bob  Pittman, 
Publisher  of  ttie  Times  Petal 
and  Advertiser  News, 
Hattiesburg,  and  alumnus  of 
Mississippi  Collie.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Bob  Chain,  Lee 
Royce,  MC  President,  and  Betty 
Sue  Chain. 


Mississippi! 

College  School  of 
Law  will  invest 
three  new  deans 
February  20  at  2 
p.m.  at  the  Old 
Capitol,  Jackson. 

Presiding  Justice 
William  Waller,  Jr. 
of  the  Mississippi 
Supreme  Court  will 

f[ive  the  address. 

ames  Rosenblatt  Fraziue  master  classes  at 

will  become  the  his  alma  mater,  is  a 

seventh  Dean  of  the  Law  1996  graduate  of  WCC  and 
School.  Also  invested  will  be  was  awarded  the  school's 
Patricia  Evans  as  Assistant  Distinguished  Young 

I>ean  of  Admissions  and  Alumnus  Award  in  2001. 


Richard  Bennett  as  Assistant 
Dean  for  Adjunct  Faculty.  The 
full  academic  pageantry  of  the 
ceremony  will  include  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Mississippi  College 
Board  of  Trustees,  faculty  of 
the  Law  School  and  the 
College,  and  key  administra¬ 
tive  officials.  At  Friday's  cere¬ 
mony  Lee  Royce,  President  of 
Mississippi  College,  will  also 
recognize  Judge  Mary  Libby 
Payne  as  S^olar  in  Residence 
and  Harold  Miller  as  Attorney 
in  Residence. 


Fraziire 


Don  Frazure,  a 
professional  tenor 
who  has  performed 
throughout  the  US 
and  abroad,  will 
serve  as  vocal  artist 
in  residence  at 
William  Carey 
College, 
Hattiesburg. 
Frazure,  who  has 
performed  in  con¬ 
certs  and  taught 
master  classes  at 
his  alma  mater,  is  a 


Mississippi  College  Choir 


MINISTBt  wrm  CHILDREN. 
SDUICHmC  iOR  A  Mmhary  trained  and 
experienced  penon  to  guide  our  ministries 
vyllh  children.  Congregation  of  1,600  menv 
ben,  afRIiatod  with  both  CBF  and  SBC  Send 
rewmes  to  minisler  with  children  seaidf 
oexnmiOBe,  Shades  Creri  Baptist  Chunh, 
452  /tkCv  Blrmir^^WTv  AL  35226.  Or 
asadi  bio  to  an  email  to  our  pastor^  attn;  Dr. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  *Underwritten  by 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance 

Company.  M/COMB0008.  _ 

tR5n 

condos,  www.gulfshorescondos.com. 
All  sizes.  Spring  special.  ISyo  night 
weekend,  $140.00.  Four  week  nights, 
$210.00.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2 
kids)  lood  thru  5/27,  (205)  556-0368. 


Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  bul¬ 
letins  and  hymnals.  For  more  information 
call  (662)  453-7424  or  fox  us  at  (662) 
455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone 
Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 


PADOO),  HNE  CHURCH  FEWS,  excel¬ 
lent  corxiMon.  Must  sell  ASAP.  Price  firm, 
but  will  negotiate.  Ihirty  total,  two  dHf. 
lengths.  Call  Friendship  Church,  Euu,  MS. 
Call  (662)  419-2222  or  (662)  489-4056. 

eU$T0M  STAO^ib  Gla$$  WlNtx^ws 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 
TbMBStbNE  CLEANING,  O 
chimney  cleaning.  Also,  water 
removal.  Contact  Richard  Sins  with  R 
&  R  Steam  Cleaning.  Phone  (601 )  892- 
1622  or  cell  phone  (601)  506-6017. 
SOR&PS  SIOINia  )ACK$ON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  honie  improvements,  vinyl 
sidfot  windows,  metal  loob,  patio  covets, 
screerVl^  rooms.  (601)  992-2092  or  (800) 
453-2^.  Don  &  Rita  Sebreg  owners. 
GATLINBURC  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2  bath, 
full  kitchen.  Walking  distatKe  to  parkway. 
$6SAtite,  caH  for  information  at  (251) 
666-2175,  cell  phone  (251)  689-9982. 
Or  email 

RSeSK  MiSSOUB  CONOa  Wafic-rn, 
srt^oke4sap,  no  pels,  sleeps  six.  IVvo  bed- 
toont,  2  barti,  scenic  view.  Dinner  tickets  for 
annIviBsaftt  bfcthday.  nevtously  the  Broodo 
condo,  (astuaiy  A  February  spedeis  for  2004. 


WEDDINCin  PRICED  PROFESSION¬ 
ALS?  TOO  EXPENSIVE?  Let  me  give 
you  an  estimate.  Ifot  Barnes  (601 )  856- 
7156.  barn1342tebellsouth.net. 


Critical  Illness,  Annuity  &  Health.  Call  FM 
Barnes  at  (601)  856-7156  or  email 
bami  3420belltouth.neL  Mutal  of  Omaha. 


M L-i  i  •  ■•r.n  I  a  1 1  «3Tn 


ioned  seats,  dark  walnut  wood.  $10 
per  chair.  If  interested  contact  Raleigh 
Baptist  Church  at  (901)  386-9763. 
iblAL  WCeuWO  ftHtlAt,  Vi,  fully 
fur.iished,  waterfront,  one  hour  from 
Jackson.  $65K  OBO.  Call  (601)  924- 
5382  or  sdj987teaol.com. 

Fiftit  lAPYliT  GHltiCii  6t  lInOI* 
CITY,  TENNESSEE,  a  dynamic  and 
growing  fellowship  in  suburban 
Knoxville.  Seeking  a  full-time  disciple- 
ship  pastor,  a  full-time  evangelism  pas¬ 
tor,  and  a  part-time  single's  pastor. 
Email  searchteamtefirstbaotistlc.or'* 


TIT  IFtHT-T  TTel-T^ 


Rosemont  Cardens  Cemetery. 
Excellent  sites,  Carden  of  Faith. 
Section  A,  Lot  14A,  spaces  2-3, 
$750.00  each.  Call  601-346-2551. 


DO  YOU  ENIOYTHE  HDaaY?  Join  us  in 
making  a  real  differerKe  in  the  lives  of  the 
eideriy.  Norwnedical  companionship  and 
help  in  their  homes.  Flexible  day,  evening 
and  weekend  shifts.  Home  inst^  senior 
care,  call  (601 1926-4325. 

AMEiRTS  FASTEST  GtoWINC 
Christian  long  distance  company. 
3.9Aninute,  no  monthly  fees.  No  codes  or 
restrictions,  6  secorxi  billing.  250,000 
fiappy  customers.  Toll-free  (866)  587-8346 
or  www.covertantphoneservice.com. 


Scotland  and  Wales  May  25-June  9, 
2004.  Call  Bill  and  Margarita  Stanford  at 
(601 )  924-1 593  for  a  brochure  describ¬ 
ing  16  exciting  days  rich  in  history,  cul- 
ture,  rellKlous  roots  and  hospitality. 
HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windmvs,  reworking  and  repair. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. _ 

HBDaBERC  STAINS)  GLASSv  Meridiaa 
Design,  fobricalton,  repair,  fow  illustrations 
to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  (BOO)  368-2705. 


BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
Brarxfon,  MS  Is  seeking  a  mature  Christian 
individual  or  couple  to  make  a  longterm 
commitmerM  to  serve  as  youth  lead^)  on 
a  bi-vocational  basis.  Please  mail  your 
resume  to:  175  Stonecastle  Drive, 
Brandon,  MS  39047  or  email 
paula9castlewoodsbaptist.com. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  -  RAYMOND 
ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in  Jackson, 
MS,  is  prayerfully  seeking  an  individual 
for  the  full-time  position  of  Minister  of 
Music.  Resumes  and  applications 
should  be  mailed  to:  personnel  com¬ 
mittee,  Raymond  Road  Baptist  Church, 
4622  Raymond  Road,  Jackson,  MS 
39212.  Rev.  Tommy  Anthony  Is  pastor. 


FRB)ONIA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  seeking 
to  fill  a  position  in  the  area  of  music  min¬ 
istry.  PIrm  send  resume  to  Fredonia  Baptist 
Church,  attn:  music  search  committee, 
1616  CR  86,  New  Albany,  MS  38652. 


CGVINCTON-IBTBISON  BAPTIST 
ASSOCtATION  is  now  accepting  resumes  for 
the  position  of  Associational  Missions 
DIreclor.  Send  resurnestoCovington-jBlfonon 
uw/is  oapw  AMOcHDon,  iOn:  psiorma 
committee,  310  Hvvy  35,  CoMns,  MS  39428. 
DeadHne  for  reoeMng  resumes  Is  Vl^. 


♦ 


THB  BAFTVr  Rboord 


February  26, 2(X)4 


I  US  I  lOR  .niL  Ri  coun 


The  RAs,  GAs,  and 
Mission  Friends  of  Indian 
Springs  Church,  Jones 
Association,  gave  over  $442 
to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  for  International 
Missions.  A  missions  banquet 
was  held  in  December  with 


over  125  in  attendance. 
Speakers  were  Harbld  and 
Joyce  Watson,  retired  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Philippines. 
The  total  offering  given  bv 
the  church  was  ^,062.3o. 
Mike  West  is  pastor. 


The  GAs  of  Central 
Church,  Little  Yazoo,  deco¬ 
rated  a  float  for  the  Flora 
Christmas  parade  on 
December  6.  The  float  theme 
was  Missions  Around  the 
World. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


G  As  of  Central  Church,  Little  Yazoo 


GAs  of  Indian  Springs  Church,  Laurel 


RAs  of  Indian  Springs  Church,  Laurel 


Mission  Friends  of  Indian  Springs  Church,  Laurel 


Mississippi  Baptist^ 
Christian  Education  .CiipiCi 

March  6,  200.M  ^ 

First  Baptist  Church  •  JacKson, 


Attention:- 

Weekday  &  Day  Care  i)ire%or" 
C 

l-aCL5^H8-l65l 

Disciple 


^  a 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Siny^  share  the  foUomng 
prayer  with  God  in 


KtV'  mtjVAtmW  tilth 


GAs  of  Indian  Springs  Churdi,  Laurel 


iaBiiteiOun 


Ready  For  Dellveiy 
New  and  Used 


1.  Lord,  I  adnut  that 
I  need  you. 

{I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness'  for  my 
sins  and  fieedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repenL) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  a^  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesms.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  Freun  tiiis 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Chnst  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name  . 
(John  1:12). 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  arxJ  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  let¬ 
ters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  (D  editing. 

Corresporxients  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  die 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


So  the  question  is:  Is 
William  Cazey  College  a  liberal 
arts  college  dut  just  ^ppens  to 
have  a  religion  department 
(and  gets  miancial  support 
from  me  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board),  or  is  it  a 
Cluistian  college?  From  what  I 
see,  I  don't  like  the  answer  to 
that  question. 

Ralph  Henson,  pastor 
Arrowood  Church,  Meridian 


45  SIMPLE  WORDS 
Editor 

For  all  sorts  of  outrageous 
rulings,  liberal  ACLU-cfriven 
fedetm  judges  have  dted  the 
First  Arnendment  as  the  basis 
for  d>eir  rulings.  Iliere  are  45 
simple  words  in  the  amend¬ 
ment.  I  have  read  and  re-read 
the  First  Amendment  and  have 
l(x>ked  at  it  to  see  if  I  was  irxiss- 
ing  something. 

.  It  may  be  because  I  will  be  80 
yean  old  in  April  and  only  went 
through  the  12d\  grade  in 
sch(x>I,  but  those  45  words  don't 
tell  me  any  of  the  following 
things  diese  judges  say  it  does: 

•  The  moral  majority  must 
subnut  to  the  pervert  mmority. 

•  The  taxpayers  caimot 
honor  God  in  public  buildings 
and‘schcx>b,  even  though  we 
paid  for  them. 

•  The  networks  can  put  pom 
into  our  homes  via  television. 
Even  though  you  may  be 
watching  a  dec^t  show,  you 
may  get  shocked  by  an  adver¬ 
tisement  for  Victoria's  Secret  or 
a  pretty  yoimg  woman  demon¬ 
strating  where  to  put  birth  con¬ 
trol  patches,  etc. 

•  You  may  murder  an 
unborn  baby  for  any  reason  or 
no  reason  at  all. 

•  Same  sex  marriage  should 
be  legal. 

•  Americans  must  adapt  to 
immigrants,  not  immigrants  to 
America. 

The  list  is  endless.  I  think 
this  is  the  kind  of  business  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
^lould  be  concerned  with  at 
the  next  ccmvention,  or  sooner 
if  possible. 

Preaching  on  this  at  Simday 
services  is  gcxxl,  but  it  is  lite 


niching  to  the  choir.  like  the 
Old  Testament  prophets,  we 
should  be  addressing  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  run  the  country. 
Gerald  R.  Robuck 
Paris 


USE  GOD'S  TACTICS 
Editor: 

The  editorial.  The  Super 
Bowl  of  Sleaze,  that  appeared 
in  the  Febmary  5  edition  of  The 
Baptist  ReconJ  appears  to  have 
beOT  written  from  the  perspec¬ 
tive  of  someone  who  viewed 
the  program  in  its  entirety.  We 
may  deplore  and  protest  the 
flagrant  display  and  glorifica¬ 
tion  of  homosexuality,  rape, 
murder,  disgusting  commer¬ 
cials,  and  indecent  exposure, 
but  Ae  best  way  to  protest  is  to 
switch  off  the  television  set, 
assemble  at  church,  and  pray 
for  God  to  help  us  stop  the 
downward  spiral  of  America 
into  the  gutter  of  immorality. 

The  same  issue  of  the  Record 
carried  an  article  entitled, 
"NAMB,  MBCB  providing 
resources  for  film,"  referring  to 
Mel  Gibson's  movie  The 
Passion  of  the  Christ,  and  had 
the  following  statement:  "Other 
churches  have  Super  Bowl  par¬ 
ties  eadi  year,  usmg  this  event 
as  a  brieve  across  which  to 
share  the  Good  News." 

For  some  time  now  I  have 
been  of  the  opinion  that  a 
Master  Bridge  Builder  built 
such  a  bridge  a  long  time  ago. 
Construction  began  on  a  Friewy 
and  concluded  on  Stmday  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  the  bridge  is  still, 
intact.  If  we  use  the  tactics  of 
the  world,  we  will  get  what  the 


world  provides.  If  we  use  die 
tactics  of  God,  we  will  get  what 
Heprovides.  Hebrews  4:11-13  is 
still  vew  true  and  appropriate! 
V.  Afton  Anderson 
Gulfport 


UPSET  AT  SHOWING 
Editor: 

As  an  alumnus  of  William 
Carey  College  (WCC),  I  was 
astovmded  to  read  in  The 
Baptist  Record  the  details  of  the 
recent  Homecoming.  The 
theme,  "Rocking  Around  the 
Clock"  meant  50's  rock  music 
all  weekend,  poodle  skirts,  and 
leather  jackets.  The  weekend 
began  with  a  ride  to  the  local 
Beverly  Drive  In  Movie  Theatre 
for  a  snowing  of  Grease. 

For  those  who  may  not 
know.  Grease  is  a  movie  about 
a  virginal  girl  who  is  ridiculed 
by  the  "cool"  girls  of  the  50's 
until  she  gets  with  it  amd  dress¬ 
es  wild  and  gives  in  to  John 
Travolta.  Then  she's  a  hero.  The 
actors  make  obscene  gestures 
during  the  movie.  The  real  star 
of  the  show  is  a  wild  girl  who 
worries  she  may  be  pregnant. 

Some  of  you  may  think  1  am 
prudish  for  getting  upset  at  the 
showing  of  a  "cute"  show,  but 
my  dollars  and  yoius  help  pay 
for  it.  If  my  other  alma  mater. 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  had  an 
Oldies  weekend  and  showed 
Grease,  (Seminary  President 
Chuck)  Itelly  womd  be  fired. 
Did  WCC's  president  know 
and  approve  of  this?  I  hope  not. 

I  sent  V^Miam  Carey  College 
a  letter  informing  them  1  will 
not  support  them  any  more 
with  that  kind  of  behavior. 


WITHDRAW  NOW 
Editor: 

I  recommend  that  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
withdraw  from  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance  (BWA)  now.  If 
your  studies  in  the  January  8 
and  January  22  issues  reveal 
the  true  situation,  there  is  no 
question  about  what  needs  to 
be  done. 

We  either  believe  what  the 
New  Testament  stands  for  or 
we  don't.  If  we  want  to  believe 

I'ust  parts  of  it,  why  should  we 
lelieve  any  of  itr  We  either 
stand  on  God's  Word  or  we 
had  better  take  a  look  at  our¬ 
selves.  If  we  won't  stand  firm 
on  our  beliefs  as  written  in  the 
New  Testament,  what  Bible 
are  we  goir^  to  use? 

We  are  for  what  the  New 
Testament  says  or  we  are 
against  it.  We  must  believe  all 
of  it,  not  just  the  parts  that 
meet  our  agenda.  If  the  BWA 
wants  to  teU  us  what  parts  of 
the  Bible  to  believe,  let  them 
go  now.  There  is  simply  no 
justification  for  being  a  part 
of  this  organization. 

Oran  Frazier 
Louisville 


ERLC  announces  voter  education  program 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The 
head  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  moral  con¬ 
cerns  and  public  policy  entity 
believes  the  2004  election  may 
be  one  of  tite  most  pivotal  elec¬ 
tions  in  U.S.  histoiy.  Thus, 
Richard  Land  told  tne  SBC's 
Executive  Committee,  he  is 
speartieading  a  voter  education 
and  registration  drive  to  encour¬ 
age  Americans  to  vote  their  val¬ 
ues,  not  their  pocketiiook,  or 
tiieir  political  party. 

1  believe  tlm  election  will  be 
one  of  tile  most  critical  elections 
not  just  in  my  lifetime  but  in  tiie 
lifetime  of  our  republic,"  said 
Land,  president  of  the  SBC's 


Christians  have  not  only  a 
right,  but  an  obligation,  to  be 
involved  in  the  political  process. 
Land  said.  ^ 

"To  be  uninformed  or  to  not 
be  involved  in  the  process  is  to 
be  irresponsible  and  to  become 
part  of  the  problem  rather  than 

?art  of  the  solution,"  he  said. 

he  initiative  calls  on  churches 
to  mark  Sunday,  July  4,  and 
Sunday,  Sept.  26,  as  ’'National 
Voter  Registration  Days." 

"We  must  make  our  voices 
heard.  We  must  never  try  to  tell 
people  how  to  vote,  but  we 
should  tell  them  that  the  Lord 
wants  to  talk  to  them  about  how 


Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commission 
(ERLC),  on  Feb.  16,  adding  it  mi^t  well  be 
the  "most  critical  election  since  1860."  The 
1860  election  saw  Abraham  Lincoln  defeat 
Stephoi  Dou^as  in  a  race  that  reflected  tiie 
nation's  bitter  divide  over  slavery. 

In  underscoring  the  importance  of  the 
mxoming  election,  Land  announced  to  the 
Executive  Committee  tiie  launch  of  a  far- 
readung  iititiative,  iVoteValues.com,  to 
educate  voters  and  renter  new  voters. 

The  initiative,  whiw  seeks  to  "promote 
awareness  of  ^  immediate  arid  long¬ 
term  importance  of  values-based  voting," 
will  encourage  people  to  register  to  vote 
and  to  make  sure  their  friends  and  family 
members  are  registered  to  vote. 


At  the  heart  of  tiie  initiative  is  the  push  for 
voters  to  vote  their  values.  Land  s^.  The 
effort's  yet-to-be-launched  website, 
www.ivotevahiesxx)m,  lists  those  broad  val¬ 
ues  as  life,  family,  and  freedom.  The  site  even¬ 
tually  will  offer  voters  a  side-by-side  compar- 
ison  of  the  presidential  candidates' val¬ 
ues,  gleaned  ffom  their  statements  on  key 
issues  and  their  political  party'splatibrms. 

Anumg  tiie  ussues  tiiat  will  be  covered 
are  abotmm,  fdal  stem  cell  research,  same- 
sex  marriage,  tiie  Pledge  of  All^iatKe, 
and  the  public  display  of  the  Ten 
Commandments.  "It  is  al^lutely  critical 
that  we  impress  iqxm  [Southern  Mptistsl 
tile  need  to  be  re^terra,  to  be  informed 
and  to  vote  tiieir  values,"  he  said. 


...  they're  going  to  vote,  and  the 
Lord  is  going  to  talk  to  them  someday 


about  how  they  voted,"  Land  said. 

The  iVoteValues.com  initiative,  which 
will  focus  on  encouraging  churches  to 
have  registration  rallies,  will  feature  Jay 
Sekulow,  chief  counsel  for  the  American 
Center  for  Law  and  Justice;  Tony 
Perkins,  President  of  Family  Research 
Council;  Ed  Atsinger,  the  foimder  of 
Salem  Communications  Network;  and 
others  in  appearances  with  Land  across 
the  county  on  behalf  of  the  effort. 

The  website  also  will  aid  church  lead¬ 
ers  in  discerning  what  type  of  political 
activity  is  and  isn't  legal  in  which  a 
church  can  participate  according  to 
Internal  Revenue  Service  regulations. 


The  BAFnsT  Rbcord- 


♦ 
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Peter's  questwns  corcem-  used  to  lord  over  tfieir  fellow  describe  one  who  uxdts  on  tables, 

ing  rewards  (19-27),  and  iium.  Christ's  rule  inverted  ttiis  therefore  the  idea  of  a  servant.  The 

thp  powpr  RtniVglp  amrmg  structure  of  sodety.  The  less  xvord  has  been  transliterated  to  iden- 

theodierdis(^l&(v.24).  desirable  position  of  a  sufiding  tify  the  church  office  of  deacon. 

servant  would  be  oi^e  oeat-  However,  in  a  general  sense,  the 
The  Example  of  est  for  His  disdpies  (vs.  &-27).  word  describes  the  servant  ministry 
Selflessness  Matthew  Christ,  Himself,  exemplifies  the  or  service  ofab  Christians. 

20:25-28:  role  of  a  suffdring  servant  (v.  28).  Leadership:  The  lack  of  leader- 

Christ  resx)nded  witt\  ship  eventually  leads  to  chaos. 

a  question. ''Are  you  able  The  Principles  of  Genuineness  However,  the  disciplined  leader 

to  able  to  drink  of  *e  cup  Romans  12.'9-13:  will  be  a  servant  leader. 

^t  I  drdk?"  Their  affir-  In  Chapter  12,  Paul  dealt  witt\  Leadership  in  Christ's  kingdom  is 

response  did  not  carry  an  the  variety  and  use  of  spiritual  not  relate  to  rank,  status,  posi- 

tanding  of  Christ's  mean-  gifts.  He  urged  his  readers  not  tion,  or  power.  It  is  a  matter  or 

function  of  sennng  people.  This 
fius  section,  means  then  is  an  absence  of  supe- 


Family  Bible  Study 


Disciplined  Service 

Matt.  20:20-28;  Romans  12:9-13 

Magazine  (8-4-02) 


By  Ken  Anderson 


one's  life  is  indispens-^ 
able.  This  is  espeoalfy 
true  in  the  Christian  walk 
and  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

The  focus  of  this  final  lesson  unden 
centers  on  disciplined  service,  ing  of 
The  focal  passages  concentrate  death, 
on  believers  beaming  Christ-  [ 
like  by  emulating  His  example  of  that 
servanthood.  (’ 


The  alarm  rings  at  3:30  AM.  in 
radio  broadcaster  Paul  Harvey's 
22-room  home  in  suburban  River 
Forest.  His  routine  never  varies: 
brush  teefo,  shower,  shave,  get 
dressed,  eat  oatmeal,  get  into  car, 
and  drive  downtowTL  It  all  takes  The  focal  passa^  concmtrate 
a  well-organized  45  minutes  or  "  ”  ’  •  ^  . 

so.  He  dresses  formally- in  shirt, 
coat,  and  tie  -  as  if  going  to  work 
as  the  president  of  a  ba:^,  and  in 
sharp  contrast  to  foe  aggressively  The  Example  of  Selfishness 
informal,  sometimes  slovenly  Matthew  20:20-24: 
manner  common  to  most  radio  The  mother  of  James  and  Jcfon 
performers.  requested  of  Christ  to  place  ho- 


Anderson 


and  tofoinktoohij 
foeir  (Romans  12:3, 
present  disposition  aikl  agreed  Paul  listed  twelve  practical  prin- 
:  in  foe  future  they  would  ciples  of  Christian  service, 
drink  from  His  cup.  Yet,  as  S«ective  to  fois  study  is  that 
Christ's  passion  drew  nearer,  foe  Christian  love  is  sacrifidal  love, 
disciples  would  reveal  the  weak-  This  goes  beyond  social  graces 
ness  of  foeir  resolve  (vs.  22-23).  and  politeness;  rafoer,  it  is  a  gen- 
Then,  Christ  gave  the  ultimate  uine  Divine  love  that  seeks  foe 
principle  of  sel&ssness  and  ser-  best  for  others  without 
vanthood.  The  people  clearly  hypocrisy  (v.  9-10).  Disciplined 
understood  foe  power  structure  Ci^tian  living  ii^udes  minis- 
ofRome.  In  Rome,  "Might  made  tering  to  foe  poor  aiul  needy  and 
Rigji^'  and  that  Might  placed  the  providing  hospitality  (v.  13). 
empire  first  and  others  were  last. 

They  also  understood  that  their  Insights  from  the  Text: 
cultural  structure  was  an  ongo-  Servanthood:  The  Greek  word 
ing  struggle  for  power,  position,  “servant  “in  the  Matthew  passa^ 
and  possessions.  These  were  is  “diakonos."  It  was  a  word  used  to 


(18:9)  denotes  one  who  has  agreed  to  such.  Proverbs  Lord  has  compassion  on  foe 

destroys.  It  is  ea^  to  6:1-5  says  he  is  to  do  all  he  can  poor,  foe  one  who  cares  for 

see  which  honors  God.  to  get  out  of  foe  agreement.  them  will  ^oy  God's  favor. 

The  last  verse  m  fois  section  but  he  who  ignores  foeir  needs 

should  be  taped  to  our  check-  wifl  "receive  many  curses" 

book  and  charge  cards!  Thily,  (28:27)  and  their  prayers  will 

when  we  are  indebted  to  any-  go  unanswered  (21:13). 
one,  foey  become  our  ruler,  and 
we  become  foeir  slave.  This  may  Lesson  reflections: 
seem  a  bit  far-fetched,  but  think  Sometimes  we  grasp  our  poss^ 

about  it  The  amount  of  our  d^  skms  a  bit  too  tigmly.  Lets  examine 
obligations  be  it  credit  card  debt  what  ivill  eventually  happen  to  these 
or  car  and  house  notes  —  is  the  worldly  goods:  Motns,  rust  and 
amount  that  is  not  freed  up  for  thieves  can  cause  their  destruction 
ofoer  uses.  The  lender  gains  con-  and  disappearance  (Matt.  6:19-21); 
trob  over  our  spencmtg  ded-  someone  will  inherit  them  (Eccl. 

juse  2:18-19);  in  die  “day  of  the  Laid"  (2 
cthd-  Peter  3:10-12),  they  will  be  burned 
ring.  up.  Those  thm^as  should  adjust 
fesus  our  perspective. 
lerve  However,  God  does  endow  us 
financially  to  meet  our  needs  and 
to  bless  others.  (Malachi  3:10  and 
.1:24-  2  Cor.  9:6-11).  If  we  hold  these 
I:  assets  with  open,  uplifted  hands, 

vork  vxll  be  in  the  best  position  for  the 
bted-  Lord,  according  to  Luke  6:38,  to 
rs  to  give  us  a  “good  measure,  pressed 
eros-  down,  shd&n  together  and  run- 
tie  of  ning  ooer....“  I  think  I  like  God's 
.  6:7)  financial  plan  best! 


Explore  the  Bible 

Manage  Money  Wisely 

Proverbs  6:6-11;  14:23;  10:4;  18:9;  21:20;  17:18; 
22:26-27;  22:7;  11:24-25;  22:9;  28:27;  19:17;  21:13 

By  Ann  Maniscalco 


•fSH  Avoid  Debt  QProv.  21:20; 

.-M  17:18;  22:26-27;  22.*7): 

We've  seen  a  person 
flH  wasting  time  by  not 
working,  but  a  hard 
worker  can  also  be  a 
I  squanderer  when  he 

consumes  his  posses¬ 
sions  wastefully.  Debt  has  a 
stranglehold  on  many  who 
instructed  to  study  the  iits  activ-  haven't  learned  to  "be  content 
ity.  It's  industriousness  didn't  with  what  [they]  have..." 

—  ’  ’  (Heb.  13:5  and  1  Tun.  6:6-10). 

Such  a  person  is  called  a  "fool¬ 
ish  man"  (21:20).  The  home  of 
ifoer'^  (6:8^  for  a*time  of  lack,  the  wise  contains  what  is 

d  needed,  signified  by 
g  "[pjrecious  treasure  and  oil." 

IS  Another  foolish  debt  entan- 
e  glement  happens  when  cme  co¬ 
signs  a  loan  tor  another  (17:18). 
ir  may  feel  sorry  for  the  per- 
il  son  because  he  doesn't  have  efoic  and  avoidini 

le  adequate  credit  in  his  own  ness  will  enable  1 

power  to  get  we^fo"  (Deut.  name,  and  we  want  to  help,  bless  others  with  fo 
8:17-18  NKJV),  not  working  Often,  this  compoimds  foe  pCT-  ity.  The  scriptural 
due  to  lazing  invites  poverty,  sons  financial  instability,  and  sowing  and  reapir 
In  Hebrew,  the  word  for  "prof-  when  he  can't  pay,  foe  one  who  saturates  these  ven 
it"  (14:23)  means  "plenteous-  co-signed  the  loan  will  be  gives,  reaves;  he 

ness;"  foe  word  for  "vandal"  responsible  for  it.  If  someone  others  will  be  blessi 


God  often  reveals 
Himself  in  nature  (Rom.  w.-i 
Most  American  families  have  1:19-20),  ancL  here  He 
at  least  a  couple  of  m^r  credit  uses  a  tiny  creature  to  relay  pow- 
cards;  unwise  use  of  fois  "plastic  erful  trufos.  The  lazy  pers(m  is 
mon^'  has  brougjht  headaches  instructed  to  study  the  ants  actiy- 
and  heartaches  to  untold  thou-  i  ^ 
sands.  To  learn  to  manage  money  require  an  overseer.  Like  Joseph, 
wisely,  foe  trufos  in  todays  lesscHi  (G^  4133-4146-49),  it  used  a 
could  be  considered  as  credit  time  of  plen^  to  "prepare"  aiwl 
cards  of  a  sort  we  could  call  them  "gaC 
"Mastery-cards"  and  "Discovery-  Note  foe  seastms  "summer"  aru 
cards."  Truly,  believers  need  to  "harvest."  Diligent  labor  durinj 
discover  ways  to  master  foe  these  times 
mcmey  God  entrusts  to  them.  for  life's  win 
Liberal  sprinklings  of  addi-  physically  u 
tional  Scriptures  have  been  Solomon 
interposed  with  foe  focal  pas-  foe  slacker 
sages  for  a  more  in-depth  sfody  busy.  Since 
I  pray  you  will  take  time  to 
meditate  on  the  important 
truths  foey  contain. 

In  Hebrew,  the  word  for  "prol 
Work  Diugently  (Prov.  6:6-  it"  (14:23)  means  "]  ' 

11;  14:23;  10:4;  18:9):  ness;"  C.,  ..—I  - 
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Hgve  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  fames 
Version  Bible  verie  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 
Isaiah  55:11 


Analysis:  Ten  timely  questions  about  Jesus 


By  Don  Whitney 
Correspondent 


Jud^g  hy  ticket  sales  and  media 
attention,  Mel  Gibson's  movie  The 
Passion  of  The  Christ  is  going  to  be  one 
of  the  most  popular  and  controversial 
films  of  our  time.  These  questions  will 
help  in  thinking  dirough  the  movie  or  in 
discussing  it  wim  odiers: 

•  Do  you  know  why  Jesus  had  to  die? 
When  learning  from  The  Passion  of  The 
Christ  the  facts  about  Jesus'  suffering  and 
crucifixion,  it's  essential  to  imderstand 
the  reason  for  it.  Chie  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  the  many  reas(ms  given  in  the 
Bible  wlw  Jesus  had  to  die  was  to  receive 
the  wram  of  God  in  the  place  of  others. 

"For  all  have  siimea,"  God  says  in 
Romans  3:23  —  and  b^ause  God  is  just 
and  holy.  He  must  pimish  those  who 
have  siimed.  But  because  He  also  is  lov¬ 
ing,  He  was  willing  to  send  His  Son  Jesus 
to  take  the  hammer  blow  of  His  wrath  so 
that  others  might  receive  His  mercy. 
When  Tesus  allowed  Himself  to  be  spikra 
onto  tnat  wooden  cross,  He  was  accept¬ 
ing  God's  curse  so  that  siimers  could 
receive  God's  blessings  forever. 

As  Galatians  3:l3  puts  it,  "Christ 
redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  Law, 
having  become  a  curse  for  us  —  for  it  is 
written,  'Cursed  is  everyone  who  hangs 
on  a  tree.'" 

•  Do  you  know  who  really  killed  Jesus? 
There  is  no  single,  earthly  source  to  blame 
for  killing  Jesus.  Ihe  Jewish  religious  lead¬ 
ers  hated  Jesus,  so  they  arrestea  Him  and 
delivered  Him  to  the  Roman  official, 
Pontius  Pilate,  for  execution.  Pilate  could 
have  released  Jesus,  but  he,  too,  shares 
respcxiubility  because  he  succumbed  to 
the  influence  of  yet  a  diird  party  who  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  deaffi  of  Jesus,  crowd  in 
Jerusalem  who  kept  touting,  "Crucify 
Him!"  (Matthew  2723). 

In  the  end,  however,  it  was  siimers 
like  me  and  you  who  killed  Jesus. 
"While  we  were  yet  sinners,"  the 
Apostle  Paul  tells  us,  "Christ  died  for 
us"  (Romans  5:8).  No  one  can  point  a  fin¬ 
ger  at  any  otherperson  or  group  for  the 
death  of  Tesus.  sins  were  the  reason 
Jesus  had  to  be  crucified. 

•  Do  you  understand  the  role  that  God  the 
Father  played  in  the  death  of  Jesus? 
Ultimately,  it  was  G<^  the  Fatner  who 
killed  His  Son,  Jesus.  The  Bible  clearly 
says  that  Jesus  was  "delivered  over  by 
the  predetermined  plan  and  foreknowl¬ 
edge  of  God"  (Acts  2:23).  Jesus  did  not 
.die  by  mistake.  Although  our  sins  made 
Jesus’  death  necessary,  God  brought  it  to 

Bass.  So  in  God's  sendiim  Jesus  to  receive 
[is  wradi  so  others  could  receive  eternal 
life,  sinners  are  saved  from  God,  by  God. 


redfize  why  Je 

m  the  death  of  everyone  else  in 


Jesus'  death  was 


10  you  Know  why  Jt 
"My  God,  My  Goa,  why  have' You 
t?"  (Matthew  27:46)f\ 


ACTOR'S  AGONY  —  Actor  Jim  Caviezel  underwent  severe  physical  and  ernotion 
strain  to  portray  Jesus  in  the  upcoming  film  The  Passion  of  the  Christ.  His  prayer  is  that 
viewers  look  past  him  and  grasp  the  film's  message.  "Every  one  of  us  is  to  be  blamed 
for  the  death  of  Jesus,"  he  said.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  A.  Larry  Ross) 


•  Do  you 
deferent  mm 
history?  The  death  of  Jmus  was  unique 
because  His  life  was  unioue.  Since  Jesus 
never  sinned.  He  never  tuid  to  die.  He 
chose  to  die,  and  because  Jesus  never 
broke  die  law  of  God,  He  could  die  as  a 
substitute  for  lawbreakers.  As  2 
Corinthians  5:21  eimlains,  God  the 
Fadier  "made  Him  who  knew  no  sin  to 
be  -sin  on  our  hehalf,  so  duit  we  might 
become  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
Him"  (2  Corin^ans  5:21). 


know  why  Jesus  cried  from  the 


•  Do 
cross, 

saken  Me?"  (Matthau  27:46)  fYfhen  Liod  m 
His  justice  laid  the  crushing  guilt  of  sinners 


upon  Jesus,  God  in  His  holiness  dien  had 
to  rej^  His  own  Son  as  a  sinner.  As  Jesus 
was  suspended  between  eardi  and  heaven, 
the  prophecy  of  Isaiah  53:10  was  fulfilled: 
"But  die  Lord  was  pleased  to  crush  Him, 
putting  Him  to  grief  if  He  would  render 
Himseu  as  a  guilt  offering." 

•  Do  you  know  why  Jesus'  last  words 
were,  “It  is  finished"  (John  19:30)?  Because 
of  Ite  love,  God  sent  Jesus  to  be  the  pro¬ 
pitiation  —  the  wradi-taker  —  for  the 
sins  of  people  who  did  not  yet  love  Him. 
"In  this  is  love,"  1  John  4:10  says,  "not 
that  we  loved  God,  but  that  He  loved  us 
2md  sent  His  Son  to  be  the  propitiation 
for  our  sins." 

Once  He  had  taken  our  guilt  and  God's 
punishment,  Jesus  triumphantly  declared 
to  His  Father,  "It  is  finished,"  and  died. 

•  Do  you  see  the  relationship  between 
Jesus'  death  and  His  resurrection/  The  res¬ 
urrection  of  Jesus  vindicates  all  His 
claims.  Anyone  could  claim,  as  Jesus 
did,  to  be  the  only  way  to  God  (John 
14:6),  but  Jesus  substantiated  diis  and  all 
His  otiier  claims  by  doing  something  no 
one  else  has  ever  done:  rising  from  the 
dead,  never  to  die  again. 

Moreover,  by  not  leaving  Jesus  in  the 
grave,  God  showed  tiiat  He  accepted  His 
Son's  death  as  a  substitute  for  tiie  death  of 
otiiers.  The  Bible  is  plain  tiiat  the  cross  of 
Jesus,  without  the  resurrection,  would 
have  meant,  "your  faitii  is  worthless;  you 
are  still  in  your  sins"  (1  Corinthians  15:17). 
"Bkit  now  Christ  has  been  raised  from  tiie 
dead"  fl  Corinthians  15:20),  as  proof  that 
Jesus'  aeatii  in  the  place  of  sinners  satis¬ 
fied  the  requirements  of  God's  justice. 

•  Do  you  realize  what  the  death  of  Jesus 
can  do  for  you  that  you  cannot  do  for  your- 
self?  First  among  many  things  is  this: 
The  death  of  Jesus  can  make  you  right¬ 
eous  in  the  sight  of  God.  No  amount  of 
good  that  we  ^  can  atone  for  our  sins  or 
earn  us  a  place  in  heaven  and  if  we  die 
without  receiving  the  benefit  of  Jesus' 
death,  the  wrath  of  God  will  fall  on  us 
forever. 

Ccmversely,  the  Bible  speaks  of  those 
who  have  experienced  tiie  benefit  of  the 
cross  as  tiiose  who  have  "been  justified  by 


His  blood,"  and  declares  that  they  "shall 
be  saved  from  the  wrath  of  God  through 
Him"  (Romans  5:9).  To  be  "justified" 
means  more  than  having  all  sins  forgiven. 

It  also  means  to  be  g^en  credit  for  liv¬ 
ing  die  perfect  life  Jesus  lived.  Only  a  per- 
f^  life  earns  entrance  into  k  perfect  world 
with  a  Mrfect  God,  and  only  through  the 
death  of  Jesus  can  we  get  the  perf^t  life  of 
Jesus  that  we  need  to  enter  heaven. 

•  Do  you  understand  the  central  message  of 
this,  movie?  Jesus  Christ,  the  sinless  Scm  of 
God,  was  crucified  as  a  substitute  for  sin¬ 
ners,  and  He  rose  from  the  dead  to  be  King 
over  everyone  and  everything  forever. 

•  Do  you  know  the  biblical  response  to 
the  message  of  The  Passion  of  The  Christ? 
It's  summarized  in  one  of  the  best- 
known  and  best-loved  verses  in  the 
Bible:  "For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whoever  believes  in  Hun  shall  not  per¬ 
ish,  but  have  eternal  life"  Oohn  3:16). 

Many  people  will  have  deep,  but 
merely  temporary,  emotional  responses 
to  The  Passion  of  The  Christ.  May  the 
Lord  grant  you  to  find  in  the  greatest 
evil  ever  committed  —  the  death  of  Jesus 
—  tile  greatest,  richest,  and  most  satisfy¬ 
ing  blessing  ever  offered:  God  Himself. 

Whitney,  whose  analysis  appears  courtesy  of 
Baptist  Press,  is  associate  praf^or  ofspiruual 
formation  at  Midwestern  Seminary  in  Kansas 
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